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The primary goal of the VIP Study is 

to determine whether there are vision
screening tests which can accurately predict
those three- and four-year-old preschoolers
who would benefit from a comprehensive

vision examination.
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What is the VIP Study?

The VIP Study is a prospective, multi-center,
three-phased interdisciplinary clinical study
to establish the accuracy of tests to screen
for significant vision disorders among 3- and
4-year-old Head Start preschoolers.

What is the goal of the VIP Study?

The goal of the VIP Study is to determine
whether a single vision screening test or
combination of tests can be used effectively
to determine which 3- and 4-year-old Head
Start preschoolers would benefit from a
comprehensive eye examination.
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What are the vision disorders targeted
by the VIP Study?

The vision disorders targeted for detection
in the VIP Study are amblyopia, strabismus,
and significant refractive error.

What are amblyopia, strabismus and
refractive error?

■ Amblyopia is reduced visual acuity in one
or both eyes not improved solely with
refractive correction and not attributable to
other obvious ocular anomalies.

■ Strabismus is an "eye misalignment" or
inability to direct the two eyes in the same
direction simultaneously.

■ Refractive Error occurs when light
entering the eye is not precisely focused on
the retina, causing blurred vision.

Each of the following is a refractive error
category:

➢ Anisometropia is an unequal
spherical or cylindrical refractive
error between the two eyes.

➢ Astigmatism is an unequal amount
of refractive error in the principle
meridians within an eye.

➢ Hyperopia occurs when light enters
the eye and the point of focus is
behind the retina which results in
blurred vision.

➢ Myopia occurs when light enters the
eye and the point of focus is in front
of the retina which results in blurred
vision.



What screening tests will be used?

In Phase I of the VIP Study, the following tests
are being used by Licensed Eye Care
Professionals (pediatric optome-trists and
pediatric ophthalmologists) to screen the
vision of preschoolers: 

■ Preschool Visual Acuity 
(Lea Symbols and HOTV)

■ Stereoacuity (Random Dot E) 
■ Cover/Uncover Test
■ Noncycloplegic Retinoscopy
■ Hand-held Autorefraction

(Retinomax)

How can you tell whether a 
screening test is accurate?

The following tests are being used by
Licensed Eye Care Professionals in the Gold
Standard Eye Examination of preschoolers:

■ Lensometry
■ Visual Acuity
■ Cover Test
■ Noncycloplegic Retinoscopy
■ Versions & Ductions
■ Stereoacuity
■ Anterior Segment Assessment
■ Cycloplegic Drops
■ Cycloplegic Retinoscopy
■ Ophthalmoscopy

The results of the screening will be
compared with the results of the eye
examination to determine the accuracy of
each screening test.
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Philadelphia, PA

Graham E. Quinn, MD – Medical Advisor, Department of
Pediatric Ophthalmology, The Children’s Hospital of
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For more information about
the VIP Study, please contact:

Vision In Preschoolers Study Center
Dr. Paulette P. Schmidt, 

VIP Study Chairperson
Beth Haas, VIP Study Coordinator

The Ohio State University
College of Optometry
320 West Tenth Avenue
PO Box 182342
Columbus, OH 43218-2342

Phone: 614-247-6902
PSchmidt@optometry.osu.edu
BHaas@optometry.osu.edu


