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From the Dean

Dear Optometry Alumni and Friends, 

Th e promise of spring is just around the corner as we send out this latest issue of the Buckeye Optometry Alumni 
Newsletter.  

In fact, our cover story has to do with the passage of time and eventuality of change as members of the same family 
compare their experiences in going through optometry school.  Th e Shaheen family will have had three members 
pass through the corridors of Fry Hall when Daniel Shaheen graduates in 2007 and Michael Shaheen in 2009.  
Th eir fi rst cousin and uncle, respectively, Kelly Shaheen (OD ’72) was the trail blazer.  Dr. Shaheen probably never 
thought that his optometry family would someday expand to include members of his own biological family.  Th eir 
story is an interesting one as they talk about the changes in courses and professorial gate keepers.  We are reminded 
that while some things change, others remain the same.

At the same time, the need for camaraderie and support as well as physical exercise endures through the decades.  
Anyone looking for an opportunity to relieve the stress and rigor of everyday life and get a little exercise might 
consider running a marathon as some of our faculty and students did last fall.  Hats off  to Bret Lehman (’09), Corrie 
Ziegler (’07), Dan Perrine (’06), Lucy Zgonc (’06), Joe Barr (OD’77, MS’79), Carla Mack (OD’95), Julie Curtis 
(OD’ 03), and Greg Good (OD’75, MS’79, PhD ’81).  Not only did they experience the exhilaration of a race well-
run but also the encouragement of their friends and colleagues along the way. 

Finally, another well-run race is our Raise the Roof Campaign.  Th anks to the extraordinary generosity of faculty, 
staff , and friends of the College, we exceeded our goal by more than $80,000, raising $2,081, 713.  We are forever 
grateful to those who have contributed to turn this dream into a reality.  Th ese funds will be used to furnish and 
equip the new E.F. Wildermuth Research Center.  Truly, this facility will help us maintain our place in the top tier of 
optometric research.

Th ere are many more enjoyable stories in this issue about faculty, staff , students, and alumni whose inspiring 
achievements make me proud to know them, work with them, and represent their best interests.

With warmest personal regards,

Melvin D. Shipp, OD, MPH, DrPH
Dean, OSU College of Optometry
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From the President

Dear fellow alums,

Th e following describes a partnership in keeping Ohio State Alumni connected: “Th e Ohio State University 
Alumni Association, Inc. and the Optometry Alumni and Friends Society” by Craig Little, Director of 
Alumni Societies. 

“Th e Ohio State University has long been blessed with loyal and supportive alumni. In 1911, a group of such 
alumni met and started what has become one of the largest dues-paying alumni associations in the country. It was 
their feeling then that they could and should ‘get things done for the alma mater.’ It also was their feeling that 
they could and should bear much of the cost of organized alumni activity. Th e same philosophy still exists today.

“And so it has been for 95 years, organized alumni getting things done for Ohio State and keeping alumni 
connected. Since that founding year, Th e Ohio State University Alumni Association, Inc. has grown to include 
more than 122,000 dues-paying members, 225 regional alumni clubs throughout Ohio and around the world, 
and 57 constituent organizations. Th ese constituent organizations support various academic, social, cultural, and 
special-interest components of the University. Th e Optometry Alumni and Friends Society is part of that group.

“Th e Ohio State University Alumni Association, Inc. is a source of leadership, vision, and service for the entire 
University. Under its direction, constituent societies off er alumni the opportunity to focus their eff orts on that 
segment of Th e Ohio State University that interests them the most. 

“Many alumni do not see the distinction among the Optometry Alumni and Friends Society, the OSU Alumni 
Association, and the Offi  ce of Development. After all, alumni receive mail from each, and they perceive that each 
entity is asking for money. Your optometry society asks for membership and support of optometry projects, while 
the OSU Alumni Association asks for support of University-wide projects, and an appeal for a contribution from 
the Offi  ce of Development. All three affi  liations have distinct and important purposes.”

Th anks, Craig, for helping to defi ne these organizations that are so committed to enhancing the College 
of Optometry, Th e Ohio State University, and the future success of quality education. As president of 
the Optometry Alumni and Friends Society, I would encourage each of you to participate and enjoy the 
benefi ts of both organizations. At any age I feel the life membership in both the Optometry Alumni and 
Friends Society and the OSU Alumni Association is an opportunity not to be passed up.

I invite you to see the benefi ts in action by attending the College of Optometry’s April 23rd Open House 
with an interested student, bringing your family to Reunion Weekend this Fall on September 2nd, or seeing 
the great progress from the Raise the Roof project. Your active membership in both the Optometry Alumni 
and Friends Society and the OSU Alumni Association, Inc. creates the ulitimate force to strengthen the 
OSU College of Optometry and Th e Ohio State University.

Richard F. Marquardt (OD‘97)
President, OSU Optometry Alumni & Friends
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From the Editor
Buying Lessons

Late last year, my wife and I, along with a silent partner, purchased a 160-acre piece of land in Pickaway County, 
the county just south of Columbus. It’s about 10 minutes from the offi  ce, private and secluded. In time, we will 
build a home there. For now, we are simply beginning the journey and adventure of new experiences, including 
registering ownership with the Farm Service Administration, and fi nding a farmer to farm it.

A new vocabulary has come into our understanding revolving around agriculture. Terms like ‘farming on the 
halves’, ‘cash renter’, ‘waterways’, ‘bow season’, ‘4 WD’, ‘540 PTO’, ‘category 1 3-point hitch’ & ‘joystick valve’ 
have new meaning and signifi cance to us. Also, deciding whether a pick-up truck with a 6 ½ foot bed is big 
enough or whether we really need the 8 foot bed, and whether a 4- or 5-foot loader is big enough for the tractor 
are new considerations not previously pondered.

So, it came in February that it was time to purchase my fi rst pick-up truck (hold the gun-rack). I used the 
internet to search for just the right truck by model, mileage, price, transmission, etc. Narrowing the pool to 
4 trucks, I visited 4 dealerships on a Saturday. I felt a bit like Goldilocks: the fi rst truck wouldn’t release the 
emergency brake when I released the clutch for the test drive; the second truck was sold to someone else right 
after I test drove it; the third truck was a little pricey and noisy with its custom exhaust; and the fourth truck 
was just right.

I arrived at the fourth dealership at 4:30 pm with a closing time of 5:00 pm. When I asked if I could take it 
for a test drive, I was told that they had already locked the vehicles and really only let folks take them this late 
if they were serious about a vehicle. When I shared that I would not have driven 40 miles to see it if I wasn’t 
serious, I got the test drive.

After my wife looked at the truck on Monday, we decided to buy. (Th e two magic words of a successful 
marriage are ‘Yes, dear’. For both sexes.) We chose to fi nance the truck, so I called my banker, dropped by about 
1 pm to sign the application (not fi ll out, simply sign) and was approved by 5 pm that afternoon.

Th is experience underscores three points that are good reminders for us:
1. A web presence is necessary in today’s competitive environment. While choosing an optometrist is far 

diff erent from buying a used pick-up truck, a web presence can tell potential and existing patients much 
about you and allow them to diff erentiate you from your competition.

2. Don’t close the shop before quitting time. Often, we and our staff  are excited about what we are to do 
after the end of business. Often, I have seen the last hour of the day be the most productive fi nancially. 
While it is the ‘same stuff , diff erent day’ for us, it may be the fi rst time for the patient or the only time in 
several years that they are visiting your offi  ce. Be there for them.

3. Keep off ering service to your patients. I was very happy to not have to fi ll out a credit application at the 
bank. Th e bank staff  did it for me. I appreciate that service. Many of your patients appreciate your service, 
too and are willing to pay for it. Provide them top-notch service.

We will be working on a web presence later this year, after doubling our space this spring. And the truck? It’s a 
1997 Ford F150 XLT 4WD long bed with towing package, about 85K miles. Now, on to a tractor.

Jeff rey A. Myers (OD‘84)
BuckEYE Editor
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by Jeff rey A. Myers (OD’84)

TIME AND CHANGE...
An Optometry Family Aff air

It is not uncommon that family members of alumni are 

students in the College of Optometry. It is a little more 

uncommon to have two family members of an alumnus 

in the College at the same time. Th e Shaheens are such a 

family. Kelly Shaheen (OD’72) has been in practice in 

his hometown of Canton since graduation and has been 

an infl uence in the decisions of his second cousin, Daniel 

Shaheen (’07) and his nephew, Michael Shaheen (’09) 

to pursue optometry as a career.

Michael Shaheen (‘09) Kelly Shaheen (OD‘72) Daniel Shaheen (‘07)

OPTOMETRY ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 7



We visited with each of them and fol-

lowed the students for a day to under-

stand what a ‘Day in the Life’ of each is 

like. We then asked Dr Kelly Shaheen 

to recall his days in the College to 

off er a comparison across the decades. 

But fi rst, we asked them all how they 

became interested in optometry. 

Dr Shaheen has needed visual correc-

tion since the 6th grade and visited 

Dr. Harold Mylius as a youngster. 

Th ough Dr. Mylius used crutches, he 

had a great outlook on life, one that 

impressed his young patient. 

Michael’s journey began with having an 

optometrist as an uncle, with frequent 

visits to the offi  ce and being constantly 

fascinated by the various aspects of 

practice. Later, he worked in his uncle’s 

practice and became increasingly inter-

ested in the profession. 

Dan’s path was more circuitous. He 

graduated from West Point in 1998, 

and completed fl ight training. He was 

medically retired in 2000 and selected 

optometry after discussions with Dr. 

Shaheen and his exposure to ocular 

anatomy/physiology and visual percep-

tion studies during the aeromedicine 

part of fl ight training. 

Michael fi nds that his typical day of his 

fi rst year in optometry includes classes, 

labs, and studying mostly. Like his 

uncle, he often studies in small groups, 

where students test one another to be 

sure of a concept. Dr. Shaheen found 

the fi rst quarter to be the most chal-

lenging, just getting acclimated. Both 

found that social time, whether with 

classmates and their spouses, or family 

members, is important in maintaining 

life balance. While Dr. Shaheen found 

some free time for intramural baseball 

and football, Michael fi nds working 

out to be more his style. Michael has 

also been greatly impressed by the 

merit and stature of the faculty and 

his classmates. One notable change in 

curriculum is the physiology courses. 

While Michael takes that class with 

only his optometry classmates, Dr. 

Shaheen found himself taking physiol-

Kelly Shaheen (OD’72) and nephew Michael Shaheen (‘09).
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Cynthia Heard (OD’91) and Dan Shaheen (‘07) reviewing charts.

ogy with other graduate students, many 

of whom had a great understanding of 

physiology before entering the class.

Dan’s day also involves classes and 

studying, but additionally, he has the 

responsibility of seeing patients solo 

in the Primary Care Clinic, and doing 

rotations in the Eyewear Gallery. He 

will miss out on what Dr. Shaheen 

fondly remembers as the “Eskridge oral 

exams” during the third year, when 

each student in Dr. Shaheen’s class was 

subjected to an oral examination of 

anything they might have learned (or 

forgotten) in the fi rst three years of 

optometry by former faculty member 

Boyd Eskridge (MS’59, PhD’64). 

Dan fi lls his small amounts of free 

time with an occasional workout, like 

Michael.

For both students, a primary care 

private practice setting holds interest 

in the future. Dan sometimes contem-

plates working with military aviators in 

the Army’s Aeromedical Department or 

with West Point Cadets. Michael has 

also entertained the possibility of doing 

research in the profession.

While the curriculum evolves over 

time, and the classes change, it is inter-

esting to note how many elements of 

the optometry education experience are 

common even across the decades.

Dan and Mike at the EyeBall in February 2006.
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the group: Joe Barr, Bret Lehman, Corrie Ziegler, Carla Mack, Julie Curtis, and Greg Good. (not pictured are Lucy Zgonc and Dan Perrine)

Optometry Runs in the Columbus Marathon

Th e College of Optometry had a strong showing this year 

at the Columbus Marathon run on October 16, 2005. 

Th is year a total of eight students and faculty competed 

in the event with dozens of members of our optometry 

family providing moral support along the way. Over the 

years the College has had several individuals fi nish high 

in the standings by running at well under 6-minute pace. 

Th is year we didn’t have any of these special “speed-mer-

chants,” but we did have a fun-loving, dedicated group of 

runners that brought our college closer together.

First year student Bret Lehman (‘09) fi nished his very 

fi rst marathon in 3:24:02. Bret took this opportunity 

to raise money for two most worthwhile causes. “Last 

August, I decided to run my fi rst marathon and chose the 

2005 Columbus Marathon to be the location. I wanted to 

raise money for each of the 26.2 miles. With the support 

of faculty, staff , and students in the College of Optometry, 

we raised $840; donating half to SVOSH (Student Volun-

teers for Optometric Services to Humanity) and half to the 

American Red Cross for hurricane Katrina relief. Th is was 

enough to motivate me to fi nish under my goal of 3 hours 

and 30 minutes. I plan to run my next 26 miles at 26 

years of age!”

OVER 7,000 MARATHON RUNNERS, WALKERS, WHEELCHAIR RACERS, 

RELAY TEAMS, 14 BANDS, 12 NEIGHBORHOOD PARTIES, AND 

THOUSANDS OF SPECTATORS ENJOYED THE RACE.

by Greg Good (OD’75, MS’79, PhD’81)
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Th ird year student Corrie Ziegler (‘07) ran the full mara-

thon in 2004, but found herself too busy with school and 

her OPT7 graduate work to train for the full marathon this 

year. She competed in the relay division and completed a ½ 

marathon. “Last year I ran the full Columbus marathon and 

this year I ran the half. Both began in the same way with 

me standing at the start line at 8:00am in 35 degree weather 

asking myself, ‘Why the heck am I doing this?!’ However, 

after seeing the faces of family, friends, and fellow optometry 

students in the crowd cheering you on and the natural ‘rush’ 

of running that last mile, the reason for running becomes 

clear.”

Fourth year student Dan Perrine (‘06) led the way for the 

optometry corps in his third Columbus Marathon. Dan 

qualifi ed for the Boston Marathon with a time of 3:08:09, 

beating his previous best time by over 16 minutes. “Th e 

2005 Columbus Marathon was my best experience yet as 

a runner.  I would like to extend a special thanks to all of 

those in the OSU Optometry community who came out to 

cheer us on.  It is wonderful to be in a profession where col-

leagues show so much support for one another.”

Fourth year student Lucy Zgonc (‘06) fi nished her 3rd com-

plete marathon. “Running a marathon is truly an awesome 

experience, and I strongly encourage anyone who enjoys 

running to seriously consider training for one.  Th e Colum-

bus marathon was extra special this year since so many of 

‘us’ participated.  Even though we didn’t all run as a group, 

it was pretty cool to know that we were all pulling for each 

other somewhere along the 26.2 mile path.”      

Faculty members Joe Barr (OD’77, MS’79), Carla Mack 

(OD’95), and Julie (Randles) Curtis (OD’03) trained 

and competed together as each ran his/her fi rst marathon. 

Constituting Team Fluff y, the group had several months of 

weekend long runs together preparing for the special day.

Julie Curtis: “Having the opportunity to train with Carla 

Mack and Joe Barr was a great experience.  We were all fi rst 

time marathoners, so the encouragement we provided each 

other during the tough training sessions really helped us to 

achieve our goals on race day.”

Carla Mack: “Th e experience with ‘my team’ (Joe and Julie) 

was great. Started with a smile, lots of slow and steady, then 

fi nished with a smile.”  

Joe Barr: “Team Fluff y (Barr, Curtis and Mack) had a lot of 

laughs during the marathon, especially when I was telling 

people to hurry out of the portapotties on the near east side 

of town. Our goal was to fi nish, so time was not an issue. 

We were encouraged by our spouses, family, and friends. 

We sent them for more GU (because Julie didn’t bring the 

picnic basket), but by the time they bought it we had been 

served at the corner of Ackerman and Kenny Roads. We 

were fortunate the weather was perfect for our fi rst mara-

thon. We look forward to our next one.”

Veteran marathoner Greg Good (OD’75, MS’79, 

PhD’81) fi nished his 26th marathon. “Although this was 

far from my fastest marathon, it was perhaps my most en-

joyable. I think I have fi nally reached the point of running 

them purely for fun, trying to just enjoy the day. It was 

a perfect day weather-wise and the course was fi lled with 

many optometry well-wishers.”

Congratulations to all our optometry competitors and 

thanks to all those that supported our crew along the way!
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Dr. Joseph T. Barr is currently Professor of Optometry and Vision 

Science and Associate Dean for Clinical Services and Professional 

Program at Th e Ohio State University College of Optometry. His 

doctor of optometry degree, masters degree in physiological optics, 

and fellowship training in contact lenses and cornea were all earned 

at Ohio State. 

From 1980 to 1983 he worked for Dow Corning Ophthalmics 

where he was the Director of Clinical and Materials Research. He 

is the Director of the Collaborative Longitudinal Evaluation of 

Keratoconus (CLEK) Photography Reading Center and a member 

of the CLEK Executive Committee. Dr. Barr is the Immediate 

Past-Chairman of the Section on Cornea and Contact Lenses of 

the American Academy of Optometry. He is the Editor of Contact 

Lens Spectrum and the founding editor of the CLToday weekly 

e-mail newsletter. He is a member of the American Optometric 

Association, International Society for Contact Lens Research, 

International Association of Contact Lens Educators, and the 

Association of Optometric Contact Lens Educators. He is the 

author or co-author of over 50 peer reviewed publications in the 

area of cornea and contact lenses. 

Established in 1989 by the E. F. Wildermuth Family Foundation, 

this endowed professorship supports a distinguished scholar in 

Optometry.  Th e family patriarch, E. F. Wildermuth, was an 

optometrist at the turn of the 20th century in Columbus, Ohio.

Th e Ohio State University College of 

Optometry is pleased to announce that 

Dr. Joseph T. Barr has been named 

to the E.F. Wildermuth Foundation 

Professorship in Optometry.

Joseph T. Barr, OD, MS
Is the Wildermuth Professor in Optometry

Dr. Barr with his past and present graduate students. (l to r) Jason Nichols 

(OD’99, PhD’04), Mohinder Merchea (OD’97, MS’99, PhD’00), Jeff  Schafer 

(OD’01, MS’03), Joe Barr (OD’77, MS’79), Eric Ritchey (OD’01, MS’03), 

Robert Steff en (OD’93, MS’95), David Berntsen (OD, MS’04), Kathy Osborn 

(OD’95, MS’97), Paul Kusy (OD’86), Lisa Cicarelli Testa (OD/MS’90), and 

Nicky Lai (OD/MS’03).

(l to r) Mel Shipp (OD, MPH, DrPH), Joe Barr (OD’77, MS’79), OSU President 

Karen Holbrook, OSU Provost Barbara Snyder, Rebecca Patterson, and David 

Patterson.

Dr. Barr’s family (l to r) Beth Barr, Craig Krenzel, Janet Barr, Joe Barr (OD’77, 

MS’79), Ryan Hamby, and Jennifer Barr.
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Honor Roll of Donors

Listed below are donors to the 

College of Optometry in 2005.  

Alumni are listed by class year, 

along with the percentage of each 

class who gave (%).  Overall, 35% 

of our alumni gave in 2005.  To 

compare, nationally the average 

participation of alumni is between 

35 and 40%.  Please note that 

alumni who gave through his or 

her practice will be listed in the 

Corporations and Foundations sec-

tion.  Faculty, staff , and friends of 

the College are also listed.  Th anks 

to everyone for your support.

1936 (12%)
Dr. Benjamin B Gertner
Dr. E Jones

1937 (25%)
Dr. Herschel A Rubin

1943 (7%)
Dr. A John Rose

1946 (14%)
Dr. Harvey F Block
Dr. Donald Aaron Springer

1947 (13%)
Dr. Neal James Bailey
Dr. Joseph S Galeski Jr
Dr. William Daugherty Watson

1948 (18%)
Dr. Lawrence W Burris
Dr. James C Fulton 

Dr. Frank Morton Kitchell
Dr. Jack C Laff erty
Dr. Otey Franklin Peters
Dr. Robert John Pfeil
Dr. Harold Resnik
Dr. Charles Reese Stewart

1949 (25%)
Dr. Dominic A Pinzone
Dr. Drew F Rohrer
Dr. Marvin H Whitman

1950 (4%)
Dr. Donald C Christianson
Dr. William L Hoff man

1951 (12%)
Dr. Norman Ihrig
Dr. Ralph Mast Miller
Dr. Herman L Schuab
Dr. Homer D Timson

1952 (12%)
Dr. Troy E Fannin
Dr. Vernon C Hammond
Dr. James C Hatton
Dr. Edward Holtzman
Dr. Leslie Jack West

1953 (25%)
Dr. Nelson E Abrahamsen Jr
Dr. Burton B Berk
Dr. S Louis Berta
Dr. Richard H Billman I
Dr. Bruce O Bradley
Dr. John Ralph Haen Sr
Dr. George Ellsworth Hall
Dr. Robert S Lamborn
Dr. Th omas H Lautermilch
Dr. AnDr.ew J Vlasman

1954 (20%)
Dr. Donald S Dill
Dr. Harry E Fagedes

Dr. Paul W Gamertsfelder
Dr. Benjamin Laubach
Dr. Harold E Magnan Jr
Dr. Nathan Marx
Dr. Forrest Z Miles
Dr. Irwin A Raff 

1955 (24%)
Dr. Ronald Myron Gilbert
Dr. Leonard T Gilman
Dr. Robert Paul Harris
Dr. Lowell L Hone 
Dr. Sterling William King
Dr. Irwin Pass
Dr. Larry Spitz
Dr. Willard J Stamp
Dr. Irving J Tanzman

1956 (11%)
Dr. Hal Charles Adelman *
Dr. Robert L Byars Jr
Dr. Jack L Felter 

The new year has ushered in exciting news for 

our alumni. The Raise the Roof campaign was 

a smashing success. Early fi gures show that 

the $2 million dollar goal was blown away with 

total gifts and pledges of $2,081,713! 

In spite of very careful, conscientious 

writing and review of this list, mistakes 

are likely.  Given this possibility, we 

still feel that the Honor Roll is an 

important illustration of how extremely 

vital alumni support is to the College.  If you notice an error, please report it to Gayle Glanville, (614) 292-2100, and we will publish 

the correction in the next issue of the BuckEYE.  Th ank you all for your support.
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1957 (12%)
Dr. Burton M Louis
Dr. Richard A O’Heren
Dr. Robert E Ross 
Dr. John Wasylik

1958 (13%)
Dr. Mervyn Howard Balsam
Dr. Th omas Allen Brannon
Dr. Donald Sloan Corrigan

1959 (14%)
Dr. John O Beigel
Dr. James R Scholles

1960 (11%)
Dr. Larry F Biales
Dr. H Rogers Shay
Dr. Robert Lee Wright Jr

1961 (45%)
Dr. William G Bartolovich
Dr. Robert G Englefi eld
Dr. Timothy Q Kime
Dr. Michael S Kirsch
Dr. James Franklin Pocock III
Dr. Th omas T Protsman
Dr. N William Ritz
Dr. Richard Lee Shroder
Dr. Michael Herbert Stein
Dr. Earl Sheridan Voight Jr
Dr. Allan V Wexler

1962 (11%)
Dr. Allen Gerald Du Bro
Dr. Richard Clark McClurg

1963 (8%)
Dr. Robert O Burris
Dr. Clyde W Oyster

1964 (23%)
Dr. James Cooke Bieber
Dr. Kenneth A Boyle
Dr. William Burnett Campbell
Dr. Gary Alfred Hyde
Dr. Robert Prine Liggett
Dr. David Lenaurd Smith
Dr. Isadore John Youshak

1965 (17%)
Dr. Wayne H Collier
Dr. Gerald Lynn Collins
Dr. Th omas E Fiffi  ck
Dr. Robert C Fleischer
Dr. William O Schuller Jr
Dr. Ralph E Williams

1966 (39%)
Dr. Ronald Mack Beal 
Dr. David Charles Canfi eld
Dr. Robert C England
Dr. E T Flinn
Dr. Charles S Koon 
Dr. Gerald Eugene Lowther

Dr. Bruce W Pratte
Dr. Patrick L Reardon
Dr. James G Shover
Dr. Steven A Tuckerman
Dr. Edwin C Winbigler
Dr. Koran Zehnder

1968 (59%)
Dr. Rodney Wayne Bellows 
Dr. Gail Cleon Herron Jr

1969 (11%)
Dr. Louis Earl Baskin
Dr. Th eodore W Nichting
Dr. Michael Polasky
Dr. Robert Gordon Shreiner

1970 (14%)
Dr. Donald Lloyd Brown 
Dr. Stephen Ca Jacob
Dr. James Edgar Evans
Dr. Frederick Th omas Heller
Dr. Ronald Jones
Dr. Phillip Arnold Kades
Dr. Dennis Gordon Uthe

1971 (7%)
Dr. Arol Ray Augsburger
Dr. Robert Douglas Newcomb
Dr. Courtney Lynn Poling

1972 (16%)
Dr. Clyde Martin Fenton
Dr. David Harold George
Dr. Kenneth Robert Gilfi llan
Dr. Michael Howard Greenberg
Dr. James Robert Mason
Dr. Charles William Paepke
Dr. F Tangeman

1973 (19%)
Dr. Carl David Dodson
Dr. Paul Stephen Hornik
Dr. Terry L Huston
Dr. Daniel Joseph Niederkohr
Dr. Preston Purdy Richmond
Dr. Mark Howard Rinkov
Dr. Paulette Schmidt
Dr. David Kenneth Stewart

1974 (24%)
Dr. Mark Dale Cox
Dr. Michael Kelly Harkins
Dr. Lonny Weslee Harrison
Dr. James Michael Hermann
Dr. Paul Allen Hoff mann
Dr. Stephen A Hoverman
Dr. Th omas David Redick
Dr. Steven Le Roy Rogers
Dr. Roger Lee Saneholtz
Dr. Gray William Sass
Dr. Terry Rue Schultz
Dr. David Darnell Smith

1975 (30%)
Dr. Rodney William Bauer
Dr. Gary Keith Bockhold
Dr. Gary David Busch
Dr. Michael Eugene Christman
Dr. John Charles Cress
Dr. Frances Carol Flower
Dr. Jeff rey Lee Franz
Dr. Gregory Wallace Good
Dr. Jack Lynn Neely
Dr. Michael Jules O’Reilly
Dr. Sheldon Barry Pitluk
Dr. Jack Mark Safi er
Dr. George Lewis Schmidt
Dr. Luther David Solverson
Dr. Les D Th ornburg

1976 (27%)
Dr. James Blair Albright
Dr. Forrest Donald Baillie
Dr. Th omas Edward Bauer
Dr. Douglas William Bowers
Dr. Gary Lee Clarke
Dr. Richard Peter Dychala
Dr. John Douglas Emch
Dr. Chris Hobson
Dr. John Milton Laurent
Dr. Donald Brian Leach
Dr. William Doyle Marks
Dr. Joel Steven Riley
Dr. John Schrolucke
Dr. Th omas W Woodward

1977 (28%)
Dr. Keith Scott Ames
Dr. Joseph Timothy Barr
Dr. Walter C Betts
Dr. Scott Alan Bowser
Dr. Andrew Lee Davidson
Dr. Steven Howard Eyler
Dr. Peter Michael Guster
Dr. Lee H Halstead
Dr. James Scott Howard
Dr. Mark Allen Motley
Dr. Dennis Lynn Randolph
Dr. James J Rocklin
Dr. Neil Francis Sika
Dr. James D Studebaker
Dr. Stacia Snyder Yaniglos

1978 (9%)
Dr. Franklin M Bickle
Dr. David P Bucurel
Dr. John Matthew Nametz
Dr. William John Skendelas
Dr. Terence Grail Templeton

1979 (24%)
Dr. Rick Billman
Dr. Gregory James Bruchs
Dr. Michael Jay Crawford
Dr. Kurt Louis Ebersole
Dr. Steven Michael Franz

Dr. Luke G Fullenkamp
Dr. Glen Harold Hughes
Dr. Peggy Kissel
Dr. Michael Eugene Lawson
Dr. Peter Darrell Liane
Dr. Th omas James Overberg
Dr. Th omas Gerard Quinn Jr
Dr. Douglas F Zahler

1980 (15%)
Dr. Robert Joseph Dittoe
Dr. Rodney Neil Gilliand
Dr. Mark Frank Kaputsa
Dr. Timothy Cunningham Karg
Dr. Jeff rey Dale Rice
Dr. Douglas Eric Schneider
Dr. Ronald Joseph Skuza
Dr. Richard Edward Weisbarth

1981 (23%)
Dr. John Jeff rey Conrad
Dr. Gary Edwin Cotner
Dr. Holly Crago Conway
Dr. James Robert Conway
Dr. Edward Walter Crum
Dr. Mark Joseph Hagee
Dr. Gregory James Kuley
Dr. Bruce Leonard Manning
Dr. Th omas Frederick Mauger
Dr. Stanley Joseph Sadorf
Dr. Jeff rey Curtis Seebohm
Dr. Michael John Woloschak
Dr. Lamar Glen Zigler

1982 (15%)
Dr. Sandra Williams Anderson
Dr. Mark Edward Berger
Dr. Gregory Lynn Coburn
Dr. William Joseph Guappone
Dr. David Michael Hartenstein
Dr. Robert Carl Layman
Dr. Th omas Joseph Moore
Dr. Susan Gibson Quinn
Dr. George D Taylor

1983 (20%)
Dr. Nancy Sullivan Barr
Dr. Debra Shelts Boshinski
Dr. Paul William Cardinal
Dr. Daniel John Hass
Dr. Richard Patrick Haney
Dr. Th omas Milo Kelly
Dr. Tamara Mault Kuhlman
Dr. Kevin A Langel
Dr. Lisa Lynn Nirode 
Dr. Keith Lee Sellars
Dr. Ronald Allan Wheeler
Dr. Jane Lee Wolford

1984 (13%)
Dr. Randall Hays Blevins 
Dr. Daniel Richard Eckermann
Dr. Th omas W Grange
Dr. Jeff rey Allen Myers
Dr. Susan Kurland Rapkin
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Dr. Jeff rey Van Swearingen
Dr. Ruth Ann Winkler
Dr. Sarah Warne Yeost

1985 (17%)
Dr. Richard Joseph Arneson
Dr. Kenneth David Boltz
Dr. Nancy Ann Dob
Dr. Barbara Ann Fink
Dr. J Mark Kaufman
Dr. Neil Charles Perko
Dr. John Nicholas Pokas
Dr. Ann Kurzer Sherbet
Dr. Brian Larry Starr
Dr. David John Sterna

1986 (17%)
Dr. David Edward D’Amico
Dr. James Alan Helfer
Dr. Kevin Mark Hobbs
Dr. Michael Hooven
Dr. Daniel Joseph Kroger
Dr. Paul Alan Kusy
Dr. Richard Andrew Martin
Dr. Curtis Dean Myers
Dr. Th omas Edward Sandy
Dr. Michael John Tangeman

1987 (15%)
Dr. Christine L Beiling-Sheerer
Dr. David Kenneth Burns
Dr. Todd Ernest Chontos
Dr. Margaret Ann Coogan
Dr. Nancy Scott Evans
Dr. Anna Rose Knight
Dr. Rosemary Rita Perl
Dr. Peter Ernest Sforza Jr
Dr. Joseph Benjamin Studebaker

1988 (20%)
Dr. Scott Patrick Barron
Dr. Mark Andrew Bashore
Dr. Loren Wallace Bennett
Dr. Kathleen Monica Cleary
Dr. Craig Alan Coleman
Dr. Jon Herbert Cooperrider II
Dr. Ronald David DiFrangia
Dr.. Michael Joseph Early
Dr. Mark P Strosser
Dr. Th omas Edward Talkie
Dr. John Anthony Wiener

1989 (17%)
Dr. Karen Creed Coates
Dr. Kurt Kristopher DeVito
Dr. Maria Jeanette Fragoulis
Dr.. Paul Douglas Gammage
Dr. William Leonard Miller
Dr. Th omas Frank Nagy
Dr. Craig Stephen Pennell
Dr. Gilbert E Pierce
Dr. Kathleen Schmidt Reuter
Dr. Patrick Joseph Wellik

1990 (15%)
Dr. Karen Delserone Gust
Dr. Norma Nelson Jesse
Dr. Brian Edward Mathie
Dr. James Andrew McDonel
Dr. Julie Long Miavez
Dr. Jodi Rowson Ruppelli
Dr. Joseph Denver Schwallie Jr
Dr. Lisa Ciccarelli Testa
Dr. Craig Stephen Wolf

1991 (26%)
Dr. Douglas Alan Apsey
Dr. Anthony Joseph Arnold
Dr. Elisabeth Jane Binning
Dr. Mark Allen Dumbauld
Dr. Michael Paul Good
Dr. Rodney Th omas Gualtieri
Dr. William Beadling Keller
Dr. Marjean Taylor Kulp
Dr. Ted Alan Rath
Dr. Rick F. Rosenthal
Dr. Faith Gibson Salyer
Dr. AnDr.ea Becker Seeley
Dr. Michael Alan Schecter
Dr. Peter Andrew Studebaker
Dr. Barbara Marcussen Vaher

1992 (14%)
Dr. Curtis Donald Ferriman
Dr. Cynthia Heard
Dr. Mary Cecilia Lack
Dr. William Grant Lay
Dr. Christopher Burwell Neptune
Dr. Harald Vaher
Dr. Dean Dale Walther
Dr. Richard Anthony Zavoda

1993 (14%)
Dr. Keith Alan Basinger
Dr. David Lee Bejot
Dr. Denise Weirick Carter
Dr. Daniel Paul Denbow
Dr. Susan Gromacki Lathrop
Dr. Sheila Coe Maisel
Dr. Donna Melton
Dr. Robert Brian Steff en

1994 (13%)
Dr. Pamela Beth Butler
Dr. Monica Archana Chitkara
Dr. Diana Jo Donch
Dr. Gregory Andrew Marchand
Dr. Mark Lewis Mason
Dr. Michael Frederick Ringel
Dr. Tammy Reinprecht Ruch
Dr. Christine Wiles Sindt

1995 (19%)
Dr. Steven W Blausey
Dr. Rhonda Catherine Breuer
Dr. Christopher Morgan Gamble
Dr. Kara Schwaderer Hampton
Dr. Kathrine Osborn Lorenz

Dr. Carla J Mack
Dr. AnDr.ea Lengel Noonan
Dr. Brenda Beck Parker
Dr. Philp James Shetler
Dr. Andrew Th omas Weibel
Dr. Katherine Ann Weibel

1996 (18%)
Dr. Jill Murphy Barker
Dr. Kelly Foland Basinger
Dr. Christopher James Bobeczko
Dr. Melissa Kathryn Downs
Dr. Brandy Laff erty Keener
Dr. Mary Ellen Loughrey
Dr. Eric Christopher Martin
Dr. Mark McMurray
Dr. Gregory James Nixon
Dr. Mary A Reto
Dr. Kristyne Edwards Stiteler

1997 (11%)
Dr. Tyson Jeremy Brunstetter
Dr. Berit Goro
Dr. Richard Foster Marquardt
Dr. D’Lisa Y Patterson
Dr. Jeff rey Robert Pitzer
Dr. Sandra Eshin Wang-Harris
Dr. Dirk Jason Warner

1998 (21%)
Dr. Th eodore James Billy
Dr. Robert Burton Fox Jr
Dr. Julie Annette Frederick
Dr. Amy Lyn Grimes
Dr. Keith Allen Holden
Dr. Ryan David Imler
Dr. Heidi Woodard Loy
Dr. Lance Call Lysiuk
Dr. Scott Richard Martin
Dr. Kara Cook Ritchey
Dr. Laura Andrea Vodopivec
Dr. Jeff rey Jay Walline
Dr. Lisa M T Wiseman

1999 (10%)
Dr. Bradley John Baughman
Dr. Keith Eric Hougas
Dr. Jason Robert Kunsman
Dr. Jason Richard Miller
Dr. Ann Huynh Nguyen
Dr. Brian Lawrence Pall

2000 (15%)
Dr. Jeff ery Steven Gardner
Dr. Noelle Khristina Gehm
Dr. Bradley Scott Giedd
Dr. James David Grove
Dr. Amy Renna Keller
Dr. Amanda Louis Lang
Dr. Leah Lynn McConnaughey
Dr. Th omas Jared Shoemaker
Dr. Aaron Keith Tarbett

2001 (16%)
Dr. Michael Frank Ambrose
Dr. Melissa Diane Bailey 
Dr. Brian Paul Berry
Dr. Jenneth Marie Collins
Dr. Karen Elizabeth Grady
Dr. Sam Hung Nan Hsu
Dr. Michael Joseph Lyons
Dr. Matthew Ulysses Neal
Dr. Lisa Kremer Timmerman
Dr. Nicholas Brian Weber

2002 ( 26%)
Dr. Staci Dawn Kehl Anderson
Dr. Leslie Goodrum Humphrey
Dr. Gregory Michael Kosunick
Dr. Nyla Abu-Jawdeh Lambert
Dr. Erica Snyder Morris
Dr. Tracey Grace Needham
Dr. Andrea Faustino Odle
Dr. Kathleen Marie Shafer
Dr. Paul David Simmons
Dr. James W Swedberg
Dr. Michelle Kosa Veneziano
Dr. Rachel Carrie Watson
Dr. Edward S Wygonik

2003 (11%)
Dr. Stephen Paris Bashford
Dr. Andrea Michelle Dinovo
Dr. Daniel Nyle Garn
Dr. Lizbeth Kuhn Hemmelgarn
Dr. Kelly Nicole Taylor
Dr. Edwin Cannon Winder III

2004 (12%)
Dr. David Michael Anderson
Dr. Jamie Joseph Casper
Dr. Quynh Tu Duong
Dr. Megan Marie Pritchard
Dr. Stacy Imm Stuttler
Dr. Benjamin Andrew Zias

Faculty
Dr. Roanne E. Flom
Dr. Richard Mather Hill
Dr. Peter Ewen King-Smith
Dr. John Th omas Kissel
Dr. Donald O Mutti
Dr. Th omas W Raasch
Dr. Karla S Zadnik

Staff 
Ms. Barbara N. Berman
Ms. Linda M. Bussiere
Ms. Gayle Glanville
Ms. Sarah D. Haltom
Rev. Steven Jones
Ms. Kelly Riggs Kennedy
Ms. Tracy Leah Kitts
Ms. Doreen G. Landess
Mr. Kurt A Zadnik
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development...
Friends
Charlene Alexander
Nancy Hintz Ames
Asha Arya
Judith Magnuson Beal
Susan Lagreca Beck
Nicole Slater Bobeczko
Peter Bradfi eld
Keith E. Breuer
Carey Buchmann
Dorothy F. Feldkamp
Robert A. Fine
Patricia Flinn
Lyle A. Gassmann
Myrtle Bracy Glanville
Polly Schmid Glanville
Israel A. Goldberg
Barbara Cohen Greenberg
Monica Casey Harrison
Michelle L. Hobbs
C. Louise Jones
June Limbird
Dorothy Lind
William and Sally Manby
Karla Martin
Annabel Miller
Jodi S Myers
Nancy G Neely
Helen M Paros
Paula Pitluk
James L Radt
Robert S Ritchey
David B Schnitzer
Loraine T Sinnott
Maureen Templeton
Brian J Timmerman
Michael G Wiseman
Kay D Zehnder

Corporations and Foundations
Advanced Instruments, Inc
Advanced Medical Optics, Inc.
Ambrose Family Eye Center
American Optometric Association
Andrea L Noonan, OD
Bausch & Lomb, Inc
Boucher Communications, Inc
Brakeman Memorial Scholarship 
Fund
Cadiz Vision Center
Capital Lighting, Inc
Central Ohio Eyecare, Inc
Chili Vision Group
Ciba Vision Corporation
Columbus Foundation Mr & Mrs 
Charles Y Lazarus Fund
Columbus Foundation Marvin and 
Babette Whitman Fund
Columbus Foundation Vision Service 
Plan Fund
Contact Lens Manufacturer’s 
Association
Daniel J Niederkohr, OD, Inc
David C. Canfi eld, OD, Inc
David P Bucurel, OD, Inc

Dayton Foundation
Dayton Optometric Center, Inc
Dean D Walther, OD, Inc
Donald B Leach, OD, Inc
Robert C Fleischer, OD, Inc
Ruth A Winkler and Associates
Todd E Chontos & Associates
Liggett, Rocklin & Liggett, Inc
Dubro Optical Services, Inc
E. F. Wildermuth Foundation
Edward S Wygonik, OD, LLC
Federated Department Stores 
Foundation
Festival Eye Centre
Five Points Optometrists, PC
Hoya Optical Laboratories
Hyde Park Optometrists, Inc
Th e Indianhead Eye Clinic, Inc
Inspire Pharmaceuticals, Inc
J Mark Kaufman, OD, Inc
James R Scholles, OD, Inc
Johnson & Johnson Family of 
Companies – Matching Gift Program
Kenmark Optical
Latham & Phillips Ophthalmic 
Products, Inc
Lisa M Testa, OD, Inc
Local No 348 Optical
Margaret A Hamilton, OD, Inc
Mark A Motley, OD, Inc
Michael J Woloschak, OD, Inc
Microsoft Corporation
Ohio Optometric Association
Ohio Optometric Consultants
Optometric Educators, Inc
Optometry & Contact Lenses, LTD, 
Walmart Vision Center
Joseph D Schwallie, OD, Inc
OSU Optometry Alumni and Friends
Paul S Hornik, OD, Inc
Richmond Products, Inc
Select Optical
Shamir Insight, Inc
Spectacle Lens Group – Johnson & 
Johnson Vision Care, Inc
Th omas J Overberg, OD, Inc
Tuckerman Development Company
University Contact Lens SVC

PRESIDENT’S CLUB

ORTON Society
Columbus Foundation Vision Service 
Plan Fund
E F Wildermuth Foundation
Microsoft Corporation
Vision Service Plan Corporation

SCOTT Society
Carl Zeiss Meditec, Inc.
Ohio Lions Eye Research Foundation 

CANFEILD Society

Ciba Vision Care
Latham & Phillips Ophthalmic 
Products, Inc
Marco Ophthalmic Technologies, Inc
OSU Optometry Alumni & Friends
Reichert Ophthalmic Instruments
Vistakon Johnson & Johnson
Dr. Lois B. Bing
Dr. Neal J. Bailey
Dr. David M. Dreff er
Dr. Terry E. Daniel
Dr. James L Kuhlman

THOMPSON Society
Dr. Neal J. Bailey
Bausch & Lomb, Inc.
Hildegarde R. Hummel 
COW Industries
Harry Brakeman
Menicon Company LTD
Ohio Optometric Association
Polymer Technology Corp.
Marco Family Foundation
Select Optical
Th e Longaberger Company

RIGHTMIRE Society
Alcon Laboratories
Allergan, Inc.
Dr. Wayne H Collier
Dr. Ha Ward Ewalt
Dr. Barbara A. Fink
Dr. James R. Garstick
Dr. Richard M. Hill
John S. Kackloudis
Dr. Ralph M. Miller
Dr. Ruth P. Morris
Dr. Warren G. Morris 
Neva Peecher
Nikon, Inc.
Optometric Educators, Inc
Topcon
Erdis G Robinson Trust
Lionel Topaz Family
Dr. H. Edward Welton
Dr. David W. Zehnder

BEVIS Society
Dr. Forrest D. Baillie*
Dr. Joseph T. Barr
Dr. Burton B Berk*
Dr. Richard H. Billman
Dr. Randall H. Blevins
Dr. Th omas Brannon*
Dr. Dennis K. Brunotte*
Dr. Mark A. Bullimore
Dr. Stephan N. CaJacob
Dr. Raymond D. Carson*
Dr. Palmer R Cook*
Dr. Jon H. Cooperrider II
Dr. Frank P. Dapore*
Dr. Clyde M Fenton
Dr. Lyle A. Gassmann
Dr. Allen D Griffi  ths*
Dr. Frederick W. Hebbard*
Dr. Chris Hobson 

Dr. Donald B. Leach
Dr. Donald L. Lewis*
Dr. Kathrine Osborn Lorenz
Mr. William J. Manby Sr.
Dr. Robert D. Newcomb
Mrs. Charles (Helen) Paros
Dr. Paulette Schmidt
Dr. Th omas D. Redick
Dr. Daniel M. Runyan*
Dr. David B. Schnitzer
Dr. William O. Schuller
Dr. William B. Th omas*
Dr. William K Vincett, Sr.*
Dr. Richard E. Weisbarth*
Dr. John A. Wiener
Dr. Robert L. Wright

* “Grandfathered” members through 
an insurance policy provision.
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This is a unique conference that takes a multi-disciplinary approach to working with children with learning issues.

•  S C H E D U L E  • _____________________________________________________

Binocular Vision and Pediatrics Forum
Thursday, April 6, 2006

8:30 Registration

9:00 Understanding Traumatic Brain Injury Patients: Using Neuroanatomical Models to Explain Clinical Findings
 Dr. Michael Earley (3 hours)

12:00 Lunch

1:30 Bridging the Gap between Neuroanatomical Models and the Clinic: Tips and Tools for the Exam and Therapy Rooms
 Dr. Penelope Suter (3 hours)

Children’s Learning Forum
Friday, April 7, 2006

8:30 Registration

9:00 Ideation, Language, Cognition and Behavior in Praxis
 Dr. Teresa A. May-Benson (2 hours)

11:00 Identifi cation of Learning Disabilities Under IDEA 2004: The Danger of Untested Methods
 Dr. Jack A. Naglieri (1 hour)

12:00 Lunch

1:15 Visual Processing and Reading Disability: When Seeing is Not Reading
 Dr. Michael Earley (1 hour)

2:15 Facilitating the Development of Spoken Language in Young Children: What the Research Tells Us
 Dr. Susan Nittrouer (1 hour)

3:15 Phoneme Phun: Picture Books Playing with Letters, Sounds, and Words
 Dr. Patricia L. Scharer (1 hour)

•  C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  C R E D I T S  • ____________________________________________________________________

Optometrists: 12 hours of CE approved by the Ohio State Board of Optometry. Application submitted to COPE. 

Teachers: Submit certifi cate to school district for professional development plan.

Audiologists/Speech-Language Pathologists: The Department of Speech and Hearing Science of The Ohio State University is approved by the Continuing Education Board of the 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) to provide continuing education activities in speech-language pathology and audiology. This program is off ered for 0.6 CEUs 
(Intermediate level; Professional area). ASHA CE provider approval does not imply endorsement of course content, specifi c products, or clinical procedures.

Occupational Therapists and School Nurses: 6 hours of CE approved in Ohio.

•  M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R  F O R  •

The 2006 Binocular Vision 

& Pediatrics Forum and the 

Children’s Learning Forum
April 6-7, 2006 Holiday Inn on the Lane, Columbus, Ohio

Registration Form
Please complete one form per person. This form may be copied.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
name profession

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
address

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
city state zip

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
phone number fax number

Questions? Contact Dr. Marjean Kulp at (614) 688-3336 or kulp.6@osu.edu. Or 
visit the website at http://optometry.osu.edu.
Registration includes 12 hours of education, continental breakfast, and Friday lunch.

Profession Thursday only Friday only Thursday & Friday

Optometrists $135 $120 $240

Paraoptometrics $100 $120 $205

*For registrations postmarked after March 13, 2006, add $15 per person.

Register for the following
Binocular Vision & Pediatrics Forum (Thursday only) $ ______

Binocular Vision & Pediatrics Forum and Children’s Learning Forum (Thursday and Friday) $ ______

Children’s Learning Forum (Friday only) $ ______

Friday Lunch Preference: � Vegetarian Special Dietary Needs: ______________________

 � Non-vegetarian

Please make checks payable to: The Ohio State University

Mail checks/purchase orders and registration form to:

 Attn: Dr. Marjean Kulp
 Binocular Vision & Pediatrics Forum, OSU College of Optometry
 338 West Tenth Avenue
 Columbus, OH 43210
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college news...

John McCauley is the new (and fi rst) Executive 
Assistant to the Dean.  He is responsible for man-
aging the administrative functions of the Dean’s 
offi  ce, coordinating related communications, 
and overseeing special projects and reports.  One 
signifi cant responsibility is tracking promotion 
and tenure records, as well as coordinating dos-
sier submission to Academic Aff airs.     

He and his wife, Angela, have two children: Katie 
(7) and Mark (5).  With the start of each week, 
especially December through March/April, they 
wonder what illness will befall their family over 
the next seven days.  Generally, they don’t have to 
wonder for more than a day or so.  They fi rmly be-
lieve that by the time their children pass through 
their childhood years, they will possess the most 
antibodies of any children alive anywhere.

John is surprised at how quickly time has passed.  
In the last twenty years, he graduated from 
Northern Kentucky University with a degree in 
English, did a short tour of law school, gradu-
ated with a Master’s degree in English from Ohio 
State, taught First-Year Composition and Busi-
ness Writing, got married, went to work at Ohio 
State, bought two houses, and had two children.  
Maybe it does seem like it has been that long!

John will celebrate twelve years at Ohio State 
this summer.  He started in the basement of Uni-
versity Hospital, moved up to the administrative 
fl oor of the James Cancer Hospital, transferred 
over to Extension in the College of Food, Agricul-
tural, & Environmental  Sciences, spent a number 
of years in the College of Biological Sciences, 
and fi nally landed in the College of Optometry.  
Certainly, these are exciting and busy times!

Varilux Student Grant Award 
Program

Every year Essilor of America holds the 

Varilux Student Grant Award Program.  

Th is is a national competition off ered 

to all third- and fourth-year optom-

etry students.  Students are invited to 

write a case report on a patient fi t with 

Varilux lenses.  Faculty and staff  at each 

school judge the entries and determine 

the winner from each school.  Th is 

year’s winner of the $1000 Award, 

with a report entitled “Short Corridor 

Progressive Lens Application - Varilux 

Ellipse”, is fourth-year student James 

Miller (‘06).  

Mr. Miller will now be entered into the 

national competition.  Th e winner of 

the national competition will receive 

an all-expense paid trip for two to the 

AOA/AOSA annual meeting June 21-

25, 2006 in Las Vegas.  We feel that his 

report should be a strong entry.

Congratulations and good luck James!

Students Win Competitive 
Scholarships

Cynthia Roles, ’06, and Aaron Zim-

merman, ’06, recently were awarded 

VSP Scholarships for demonstrating 

excellence in primary eye care and deep 

understanding of optometry’s role as a 

primary health care profession.  A team 

of three faculty members reviewed 

clinical and academic records and solic-

ited essays from scholarship fi nalists.  “I 

am eager to begin a private practice in a 

rural town and will use [my clinical]… 

skills to provide the highest caliber 

of care in a timely and cost eff ective 

manner,” wrote Zimmerman.  Roles 

indicated that, “operating a practice 

with a reputation for excellent care, a 

diverse range of services and the best 

customer service in the area is my idea 

of the ideal practice.”  A two thousand 

dollar award is given to two students at 

each of the U.S. schools and colleges of 

optometry each year.  

Mandy Daugherty, ’07, was also 

recognized recently with receipt of the 

American Optometric Foundation’s 

Vistakon Acuvue Eye Health Advisor 

Student Citizenship Scholarship.  Th is 

$1,000 award is meant to recognize the 

second- or third-year student who best 

demonstrates ideal eye care standards of 

practice, including signifi cant com-

munity service and volunteerism.  In 

addition to being a stand-out student, 

Daugherty is involved with our Lions 

Club (as president), SVOSH, BSK, and 

AOSA.  About these involvements, she 

writes “I will continue to learn from 

these experiences and look forward to 

what the future holds” 

Sheedy in the New York Times

Dr. James Sheedy(OD/MS’74, 

PhD’77),  has been the subject of 

several recent news stories from OSU 

Today to Th e New York Times. His 

new research on the condition of dry 

eye is what has garnered the recent 

media attention. 

Dr. Sheedy’s research suggests that 

squinting at a computer screen reduces 

the number of times an individual 

blinks, which in turn causes a person’s 

eyes to ache or burn, with accompany-

ing sensations of dryness such as irrita-

tion or tearing. 
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It has been a long-term criticism by 
alumni and concern of the faculty: the 
curriculum does not include enough 
practice management courses. Th at 
concern has been addressed in a sig-
nifi cant way over the last 5 + years by 
the Curriculum Committee under the 
leadership of Dr. Paulette Schmidt 
(OD’73, MS’76).

Collaboration among alumni, the 
Fisher College of Business at the Ohio 
State University, VSP Consultant Mr. 
William Bennett, and Mark Wright 
(OD’80), Daniel Runyan (BS’66, 
OD’69), Mark Bullimore (MCOp-
tom, PhD), Kelly Nichols (OD, 
MS’98, PhD’00, MPH), Robert 
Newcomb (OD’71, MPH), and 
Joseph Barr (OD’77, MS’79) con-
tributed to the plan. A series of pilot 
courses emphasizing aspects of practice 
management so critical to patient care 
in contemporary optometric practice, 
refi nement of the content of the already 
existing courses, and ultimately, decid-
ing where to place courses in the cur-
riculum were all managed by the group.

In February 2006, a four-course series 
was formally adopted for permanent 
inclusion in the optometry curriculum.  
Th e series is as follows:

Optometry 420 - Optometric Career 
Options and Financing - 1st year 
– Goal setting, modes of optometric 
practice, and budgeting/debt manage-
ment principles for achieving personal 
fi nancial success while in school and 
after graduation.
Intructors: Dr. Mark Wright and 
Dr. Bill Rives from the OSU 
Fisher College of Business

Optometry 422 - Financial Issues in 
Optometric Health Care - 1st year 
- Overview and history of managed 
care; Medicaid, Medicare, and other 
third-party payment plans; rules for 
documenting patient histories, exami-
nations, and decision-making.
Instructor: Dr. Mark Wright

Optometry 423 - Coding and Re-
imbursement - 2nd year - ICD-9 and 
CPT coding procedures for vision 
and management/evaluation services; 
reimbursement issues related to fee 
schedules, insurance audits, and third-
party billing.
Instructor: Dr. Mark Wright

Optometry 424 - Th ird-Party Pay-
ment Plans - 3rd year - Issues related 
to joining a third-party payment plan; 
integrating managed care into the 
optometric offi  ce; evaluation of man-
aged care contracts.
Instructor: Dr. Mark Wright

For several years, these courses were 
piloted in the professional curriculum 
to refi ne course content, course place-
ment, and relationship to other courses 
in the Professional Orientation Track.  
Th e other courses include:

Optometry 401 - Survey of Optom-
etry
Instructor: Dr. Robert Newcomb

Optometry 402 – Rights and Respon-
sibilities of Optometrists
Instructor: Dr. Robert Newcomb

Optometry  721 - Optometric Eco-
nomics and Jurisprudence
Instructor: Dr. Daniel Runyan

Optometry  722 –Public Health and 
Community Optometry
Instructor: Dr. Robert Newcomb

With this series, all optometry students 
will have completed the academic 
practice management series by the end 
of their third professional year. Th is 
will allow students to use the concepts 
and apply them in their fourth year as 
they participate in off -campus extern 
experiences in all settings.  In addition, 
Optometry 741 - Advanced Practical 
Optometry – Selected Issues En-
countered in Contemporary  Practice 
(4th year, 2 quarters),  now includes 
the completion of a business plan for 
professional practice with in-class pre-
sentations to banking experts.  And the 
Primary Care Extern Experience (4th 
year, 1 quarter) now includes business 
as well as clinical aspects of practice in 
real-world settings

Also, students will have these practice 
management tools early enough in 
their academic career to use them as 
they seek practice opportunities

Already the Offi  ce of Student Aff airs 
has found the course series to be a use-
ful tool in student recruitment.

Another exciting change is planned for 
implementation Summer Quarter 2006 
with the addition of the third extern 
rotation to the fourth year.  Students 
currently participate in two extern 
rotations (non campus-based):  Ocular 
Disease and  Primary Care Extern 
Experiences.

Practice Management Courses Made Permanent Part of Curriculum
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college news...

Betty Head is the new Project Coordinator for 
the University/Community Model Preschool 
Vision Screening Program located in the College 
of Optometry.  She has been with the college for 
two months.  She is responsible for the admin-
istration of the Columbus Foundation / Vision in 
Preschoolers projects.  She is also responsible for 
the recruitment and training of volunteers for 
the Model Preschool Vision Screening Program, 
which will be tested in Head Start programs 
and at other selected sites throughout Franklin 
County.

Betty is originally from Lexington, Mississippi.  
She and her family recently relocated to Ohio.  
Betty received her Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science from Alcorn State University in 1992 and 
her Master of Public Administration degree from 
The Ohio State University School of Public Policy 
and Management in 1994.  Betty has a wealth of 
experience and talent.  Prior to coming to OSU, 
she worked as a freelance photographer while 
taking care of her children. She has experi-
ence as a public school educator, working with 
preschoolers in the Columbus Public Schools; she 
has worked as a human resources administrative 
assistant with G & C Industries (Nissan Automo-
tive Supplier); and she has also worked as an 
Administrative Assistant to the Assistant Director 
of the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority 
located here in Columbus, OH.

Betty enjoys working with children as well as 
people in general.  She teaches photography to 
young kids.  She and her husband, Christopher, 
have two kids, Joy and Christopher II.

Dr. Kelly 
Nichols 
Presents 
Congres-
sional 
Briefi ng 
on Dry Eye

Kelly Nichols (OD, MS’98, PhD’00, 

MPH), appeared before Congress 

with co-presenter, Dr. Janine Smith of 

the National Eye Institute (NEI), in 

February 2006, to give a Congressio-

nol Briefi ng on Chronic Dry Eye, also 

known as Dry Eye Syndrome. Th ey 

reported on NEI’s eff orts to understand 

the causes and explore the treatments 

of this condition.

OSU Optometry at the Fiesta Bowl
by Joe Barr (OD’77, MS‘79)

I arrived at the team hotel about an 

hour prior to the CE program the 

Ann Rudick (‘07) and Joy Ellerbrock (‘07) at the Ohio Optometric Association’s Student Night on 

January  2006.

morning of the Fiesta Bowl and fol-

lowed Tony Gonzalez into the Prin-

cess lobby. I told him to have a nice 

day and the pleasant, shaved-head, 

stocky, articulate young man whis-

pered a simple, “Th ank you.”. Six of 

our spirited alumni, one of whom had 

driven through the night to join his 

classmates, listened to my hour-long 

Contact Lens Update. Th e group asked 

some great questions about silicone 

hydrogel lens deposits and problem 

solving, and then we talked for a while 

about who was practicing where and 

moving where and what the outlook 

was for the Buckeyes that day. Th e day 

was clear but cool– perfect weather for 

a Buckeye victory. Every time we have 

a pre bowl game CE program, although 

there is not a large group, it’s a quality 

group and they recommend we have 

CE at a bowl game every year. Let us 

know what you think!
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Last October, the American 
Optometric Association (AOA) hosted 
the fi rst Advocacy Mega Meeting in St. 
Louis, MO. Jim King (BS’55)  gave 
a 10-minute presentation on VISION 
QUEST, a South Dakota Optometric 
Society project that trains teachers how 
to teach students about eye health, eye 
safety, and the importance of good 
vision to reading, learning, and life. 
VISION QUEST was rated in the top 
fi ve of projects given grants through the 
Healthy Eyes/Healthy People Commit-
tee. Fellow alumni Dick Ball (BS’55), 
a state representative from Michigan,  
spoke on legislative concerns. He was 
one of the two optometrists/legislators 
who spoke on legislative concerns.

Louis A. Shovels (BS’64) retired at the 
end of August, 2005.  He sold his prac-
tice to Rick Snow (OD’77), another 
OSU graduate.  Louis will be celebrat-
ing his 45th wedding anniversary in 
August of 2006.  He and his wife have 
six children and fourteen grandchil-
dren.  “God has blessed us real good!”

Gerald Lowther (BS’66, OD’67, 
MS’69 and PhD’72), received an 
Honorary Doctor of Philosophy degree 
in Human Resource Development 
from Ramkhamhaeng University in 
Bangkok, Th ailand in January 2006.

James Evans (OD’70) retired from the 
121st Air Refueling Squadron Medi-
cal clinic with rank of Lt. Colonel in 
February 2005 after 29 years of ANG 
service and four years of active duty in 
the Navy.

Terry L. Huston (OD’73) is now 
serving on the Board of Optometry 
Alumni & Friends.

Joseph Barr (OD’77, MS’79) an-
nounces the birth of his fi rst grand-
child, a boy. Brayden Joseph Krenzel 

was born on Friday Jan 13, 2006.   
“He’s awesome!”

Ron Pycraft (OD’82) and Joseph Halabis (OD’82) underwater in Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles.

Dick Ball (BS’55) and Jim King (BS’55) at the AOA Advocacy Mega Meeting in St. Louis, MO.
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Tami Kuhlmann (OD/MS’83) and 
her husband, David, will celebrate 25 
years of marriage June 2006.  Th eir 
eldest daughter, Elise is graduating 
from the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill.  Th eir youngest daughter 
is in her second year at the Univer-
sity of Virginia.  In their fi rst year as 
empty-nesters, the Kuhlmanns wrote, 
composed and directed an original 
musical at their church, “Look Out 
Broadway!”  Th ey are pictured here at a 
Rotary golf outing in 2005 with Jason 
Miller (OD’99) and his wife, Melanie.

David Stebelton (OD’85) reports that 
he and his wife never have a dull mo-
ment with three children, Lauren, 10, 
Dave, Jr., 7 and Jill, 5.

Kata Pagon’s (OD’92) eldest son is at 
Miami University majoring in business.

Keith (OD’93) and Kelley (OD’96) 
Basinger sent this photo of their chil-
dren, Sarah, 8, Savannah, 1 and Con-
nor, 10.  Th ey stay busy with the kids 
and the new house they are building.  
Keith is in private practice and Kelley 
works with an ophthalmologist.

Alaina Renna Biratsis was born 
February 16, 2006 to Amy Keller 
(OD’00) and her husband, Nick 
Biratsis. All are doing great!

New Fellows of the American 
Academy of Optometry

Congratulations to these alumni 

who became Fellows at the Academy 

meeting in December 2005:

Scott Anthony (OD’03)

Tracy Bildstein (OD, MS’05)

LeVelle Bristow-Jenkins (OD’88)

Robert W. Morris (OD’00)

Brian Puent (OD’03, MS’04)

Eric R. Ritchey (OD’01, MS’03)

Manoj V. Subbaram (MS’01, PhD’04)

Kevin T. Corcoran (OD’83)

Congratulations to all!

Obituaries

Robert L. Hutchinson (BS’48)
Christopher O’Brien (OD’92)

Joe Yager (OD’73) and Robert Newcomb (OD’71, MPH) show their Buckeye spirit at 

the 2005 American Academy of Optometry meeting in San Diego, CA.

Paulettte Schmidt 

(OD’73, MS’76) and her 

husband Ray recently 

celebrated their 25th 

wedding anniversary.

Congratulations!

about alumni...

Jason Miller (OD’99), Melanie Miller, Tami Kuhlmann 
(OD’83), and David Kuhlmann at a golf outing.

Sarah, Savannah, and Connor Basinger.

Alaina and Nick Biratsis.

22 SPRING 2006



Optometry Alumni & Friends Directory
We are in the process up preparing our next OSU Optometry 
Alumni & Friends Directory.  To ensure that your listing is 
correct, please return the following form to Gayle Glanville 
before June 1, 2006.  

Return your form to:

Gayle Glanville
Director of Optometry Relations
Th e Ohio State University
College of Optometry
338 W 10th Avenue
Columbus, OH  43210

Offi  ce:  614-292-2100
Fax:  614-292-7201
Email:  gglanville@optometry.osu.edu

Name

Business Address

Business Phone Business Email

Home Address

Home Phone Home Email

Year of Graduation

Sunday 

April 23, 2006 

1:00 - 4:00 pm

• Bring a prospective student 

• Check out the Wildermuth Clinic 
construction progress

• College tours run continuously from 
1:00 - 3:20 pm

• Meet students & faculty

• Admissions and fi nancial aid information 
sessions at 1:10 & 2:40 pm

• Call 614-292-2647 for more information

• Visit our website at http://optometry.osu.edu

Plan now to attend the 

OSU College of Optometry Open House & Career Day
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